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 The present invention pertains fo improve- 
ments in window shade guards. 
If is common practice in many residential 
bufldings and the like to mount tied-back cur- 
tains in close relation to roll-shades in window- 
openings. With this common combination difli- 
culty and inconvenience are encountered due fo 
catching or hooking of the bottom cross stick or 
rod. of the Shade in the tie-backs of the curtains 
as the shade is drawn downward. 
An object.ofthe present invention isto pro- 
vide means t0 prevent such interference with 
Iowering the shade. 
/ further object is to provide means of.the 
above nature comprising members attachable to 
the lower corners of the shade and adapted fo 
deflect the curtain tie-backs or other obstructions 
therefrom. 
A further object is to provide means of the 
above nature which is readily attachable over 
different sizes of shade rods. 
A still further object is to provide means of the 
above type adapted to prevent unwinding of the 
shade when the latter is allowed to raise too 
suddenly. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 
will become evident during the course of the fol- 
lowing description in connection with the ac- 
companying drawings, in which: 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a preferred em- 
bodiment of the invention; 
Figure 2 is a rear elevation of the saine; 
Figure 3 is a bottom view of the saine; 
Figure 4 is a cross sectional view of the saine 
in the plane 4--4, Figure 1; 
Figure 5 shows the catching effect of the ordi- 
nary unprotected shade rod on the usual curtain 
tie-backs; 
Figure 6 illustrates a pair of the guard mem- 
bers attached to a standard roller-shade; 
Figure 7 illustrates the manner in which the 
present invention deflects the tie-backs to pre- 
vent catching; 
Figure 8 illustrates how the device prevents un- 
winding of the shade from its roller; and 
Figure 9 shows an alternative structure in 
which the right and left guards are constructed 
as a single unit. 
leferring to Figures 1, 2, 3 and 4, the numeral 
 {} designates an elongated body member recessed 
along its upper rear side fo receive the outer 
end and adjacent portion of a flattened shade rod 
or stick  J, the latter being disposed in the lower 
hem of the usual follet shade ! 2. A rear plate 
 3, adjnstably secured to the body ! 0 in any suit- 
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able manner such as by counter-sUnk screws. 
Figures 2 and 4, clamps the device in place. 
The body 0 comprises an inner portion ! 5 en- 
- larged both downwardly and forwardly, the body 
5 curving upwardly and: rëarwardly to a - rounded 
outer end 6 which embraces the end of thestick 
. The body is made of?.u material such as 
plastic or plated metal having a polished, surface 
adapted t0 prQvidè, a :very low coefficient of fric- 
10 tion when in contact with fabric. The rear..plate 
3 also ]s provided with a polished outer sur- 
face, and is sunk within the rear of thè body 
9, the screws J4 also being counesunk as 
noted. . 
I It will be Seen that thedescribed structure 
provides a guard which, due to ifs outwardly ta- 
pering contour, ifs low coefficient of friction and 
the absence of any projections, is adaptedto slip 
or urge any encountered obstructions outwazd 
20 around the- end of the shade stick | I.. It will be 
understood that the device i normally con- 
structed in pairs comprising right and left uits 
adapted fo guard both lower corners of the shade 
2 as shownin Figures 6 and 7.. 
25 Figure 5 illustrates a tyïpical condition,vhich 
the invention is ada.pted to remedy. This-figure 
shows a pair of curtains ], hung in front, of 
the shade | 2 and provided with tie-backs or loops 
30 To clarify the inter-action of the shade and 
the loops 8, the curtains ? themselves are 
shown in dot-and-dash lines. 
The lower hem 9 of the shade 2, enclosing 
the stick , is unguarded as in common prac- 
35 tice. With this condition, when the shade | is 
drawn downward one or both ends of the stick 
J and hem 9 encounter the loops 8, and due 
fo the square corners and comparatively high 
friction between the loops and hem, the loops 
40 catch and hold as shown, with consequent an- 
noyunce fo the operator and frequent damage to 
the loops. 
leferring to Figure 6, it will be noted that the 
guard bodies 
45 In this case, when the shade 2 is drawn down- 
ward the loops are engaged by the upwardly 
sloped gliding surfaces 2{} of the bodies |{}, which 
deflect the loops outward around the ends 
as shown in Figure 7. The deflecting action is 
50 augmented by the fact that the upward curva-, 
ture of the slip surfaces 20 increases as they 
approach the ends lB, thereby compensating for 
the outward swing of the loops 8 to maintain 
an effective slip angle. Thus the loops are er- 
55 fectively moved clear of the shade structure and 
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the latter continues its downward motion with- 
out interïerence. 
Figure 8 illustrates a second ïunction of the 
device when applied to shades wherein the rolter 
2! is mounted closely adjacent the window frame 
22. In raising shades if ïrequently occurs that 
the operator loses his grip, allowing the shade 
12 to run up rapidiy and unwind from the roller. 
When the present invention is in use, the en- 
larged body portion 15 serres as a stop between 
the follet 2! and ïrame 22 fo prevent unrolling. 
The rear plate 13, Figures 2 and 4, may ad- 
vantageously be made sufficiently resilient to al- 
low proper clamping on sticks I! of various di- 
mensions. 
In the modification shown in Figure 9 the two 
end guards are made in a single unit spanning 
the entire bottom of the shade, but having the 
saine tapered deflecting surfaces 20 and 16 op- 
erative in the manner described. With this con- 
struction various widths are required to fit vari- 
ous standard widths of shade, while the right- 
and-left hand pair type set forth above is ap- 
plicable to any width of shade. When the sin- 
gle unitary type is used, it .may if desired ,be pro- 
p0rtioned fo clamp directly to the hem of the 
curtain, thus eliminating the .necessity for the 
usual stick. 
While the invention bas been set ïorth in pre- 
ïerred ïorm it is hot limited fo the exact struc- 
tures illustrated, as various modifications ob- 
viously can be ruade without departing from the 
scope of the appended claires. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a guard for a rolI-shade, in combination, 
a horizontally elongated body member adapted 
fo cover a lower corner and a substantiat hori- 
zontal length of the lower surface of said shade, 
said body member being formed with an 
larged portion inwardly remote ïrom said corner 
and extending below and forwardly from said 
surface, said member tapering from said remote 
enlarged portion upwardiy and rearwardly to- 
ward and around said corner, and means to se- 
cure said member to said shade. 
2. The combination in claire 1 wherein said 
upward tapering thereoï comprises a curve de- 
creasing in radius as it approaches said corner. 

4 
3. In guarding apparatus for use on drop- 
shades disposed adjacent curtains having tie- 
back loops of predetermined maximum horizon- 
tal extent, in combination, rigid transverse 
5 means applicable to the lower end of said shade 
and including outer terminal portions ïormed 
with lower surfaces sloping downwardly and 
wardiy from the corners of said shade by inward 
distances greater than said inward extent of 
10 said loòps, whereby said means may deflect said 
loops from said shade when said shade is low- 
ered in laterally unflexed relation, and means 
fo secure said deflecting means to.said shade. 
4. In a device of the character described, in 
15 com'bination, a smooth horizontally elongated 
body member having a rear recess adapted fo 
ceive the end and a substantial adjacent length 
of a roll-shade hem and stick assembly, said 
body member having an enlarged portion spaced 
20 substantially inwardly from the outer end of said 
recess and being-tapered upwardiy and out- 
wardly around the end of said recess, whereby 
a deflectingslip surface is ïormed-below and out- 
wardiy around said hem and stick, and means to 
25 secure said ,body member on said hem and stick. 
5. In a guard.device for use.on a drop-shade 
disposed adjacent curtans having tie-back loops 
of pre-determined maximum horizontal extent, 
in combination, a rigid .bar extending horizon- 
3O tally across the bottom edge of said shade, said 
bar being formed with lower slip surfaces sIop- 
ing downwardiy and. inwardly ïrom the ends 
thereoï throughout horizontal distances greater 
than said pre-determined maximum extent of 
35 said loops, and-means to secure said bar to said 
bottom edge ofsaid shade. 
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